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FLUTTER BY BUTTERFLY (Hollingworth °96). Strongly ruffled
clear blue bitone. Fine parent for ruffling and heavy bloom.

GREEN EYED QUEEN (Varner '91). Lightish grape with a darker
thumbprint on the falls and a green "UU" throat pattern revealed by
the pendant falls.

ILLINI ROSE (Varner ‘97). Very full rosy-violet self with bluer-
tinged stylearms.

LAKE KEUKA (Borglum '94). Compact, round, ruffled mid blue
with lighter stylearms. Great clump effect.

MESA PEARL (Bauer/Coble ‘94). Lovely tailored pale lavender-
pink with deeper veining.

MOON SILK (Stahly "91). Nicely ruffled, frilly light yellow amoena.
PURPLE SAND (Miller ‘91). Tailored light violet-red self, veined
and dotted deeper, with lighter stylearms.

ROARING JELLY (Schafer/Sacks '92). Vigorous dappled red-pur-
ple with lighter, bluer standards and stylearms. Great bitone clump
effect.

SIMPLE GIFTS (Hollingworth ‘94). Round completely tailored falls
in the faintest shade of blue-violet. A unique form and clump effect.
TRIM THE VELVET (Schafer/Sacks ’92). Tall, broad, deep blue-
purple with a fine white hairline edge around the falls.

VERY VICTORIAN (Hollingworth *99). Subtle blend of mid-mauve
and light blue in a ruffled, round flower.

Old wine in new bottles: The renaissance of I. sibirica

This form of 1. sibirica is typified by narrow, upright standards, pen-
dant falls, and a profusion of smallish flowers held high above the
foliage. This form has a classical beauty which has never ceased to
attract iris lovers and general gardeners, but which has been eclipsed
among hybridizers since the 1950s by the broader, flaring White
Swirl derivatives.

For example, Shaker’s Prayer (Warner ‘90), of unknown parentage

but close to 1. sibirica in form, won the Morgan Wood medal in 1996

and still retains a strong place in the Popularity Poll. Snow Prince

(Tiffney ‘90), a particularly attractive white I. sibirica with yellow

shadings on the falls, has also garnered much attention and has been

used as a parent by Marty Schafer and Jan Sacks to begin a line of
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Siberians with modern colors and patterns but largely retaining much
of the older I. sibirica form (for more information, see the article by
Marty Schafer in The Siberian Iris, Spring 1998). These now include
Banish Misfortune (Schafer/Sacks ‘99), a mid-lavender with a large
creamy signal veined deep purple, and their other 1999 introductions,
Salamander Crossing and Sarah Tiffney, which are an interesting
combination of lavender dotting and splashing over a light yellow
base. More of these modern "sibiricas" are to follow. The use of white
L. sibirica also has interest since the color mutation leading to white is
different from that in /. sanguinea and leads to different breeding
strategies for color e.g. sanguinea white x sibirica white gives blue
progeny (Marty Schafer, TSI, Spring 1998).

Siberian-Species Convention 2003
Beardless and Borderless!

Siberian Convention Daféz June 12-15 2003 B
2003 : : T

Species
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A LooK AT THE OLD(ER) ONES

by Caroline Stalnaker, Virginia

I'm a new member of SSI, arriving in a sense by the backdoor. After
40 years of gardening in four states and 15 locations, I found
myself settled(?) 12 years ago. One of my first projects was a multi-
genera white garden which contained many Siberians. Then I began
growing many species iris and many Siberians. Rebloomers of all
classes were added to my collections and these included several
Siberians (the rebloom in Siberians is generally referred to as
repeat bloom). Then I began collecting historic iris( those intro-
duced over 30 years ago) and again there was a large representa-
tion of Siberians.

Last fall it occured to me that I should be supporting the group
which promotes this growing passion of mine. When Ellen men-
tioned on the sibrob, the e-mail robin, she was hoping to empha-
size the historic Siberians in the spring issue of TSI, I was asked if
I would do an article. I do not hybridize, sell, show, judge or pho-
tograph Siberian iris nor do I have more than minimal formal hor-
ticultural training. Having said that, I believe if one joins a group,
one contributes what one can (even if it's just returning a populari-
ty poll). Disclaimer complete.

I love growing, sharing and talking about the old Sibs. I am still
haunted by the first stop on the HIPS HAPPENING 2000 garden
tour in upstate New York. We stood in a 5-acre abandoned com-
mercial field of Siberian iris on what had been Indian Springs
Farms. The property had been sold for subdivision, but row on row
of blooms fluttered ethereally in the light breeze, last years pods
still erect, last year's growth forming a natural mulch at the base,
high grass still prostrate between the rows where snow had held it
down not long before. Dazed, I stood on the edge of a group where
the late Larry Harder was saying:"I think this must be ----? I
haven't seen it in years. Do you think this could be---?" This expe-
rience, combined with the knowledge of loss of natural habitat, cli-
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mate change and commercial demand for newer cultivars and limit-
ed commercial space has intensified my commitment to growing the
"old ones". I'm reminded of a Chinese proverb which says: "Reject
not the old for age alone: embrace not the new for mere novelty."

A friend recently shared some old iris catalogs with me. The Indian
Farms catalog from 1926 lists 12 Siberians. I know of 4 still avail-
able commercially. Does anyone still grow Fryer's TRUE BLUE or
Perry's PIGMY? Lloyd Austin's 1950 Rainbow Hybridizing
Gardens catalog features 28 Siberian cultivars. To my knowlege
none of the three pinks are available. Surprisingly, two of the three
reds are and only two of the eight light and bright blues, four of the
eight dark blues and violets and three of the five whites. The 1951
Salina Flower Farm (Kansas) catalog shows 48 Siberians and I'm
aware of only 12 available now. Of the 19 being closed out at three
rhizomes for $.50 or 12 of one kind for $1.80, only four remain in
the market. I'm hoping more remain in gardens.

I don't grow these old ones for age alone but because they're unique
and beautiful. The oldest in my garden are Barr's named introduced
species: EMPEROR, dark blue, and SNOW QUEEN, white,
(1900) and the medium-blue BLUE KING (1913) are all I.san-
guinea collected in Japan.

Perhaps my all time favorite is Farr's 1912 GRANDIS: light violet
erect standards and stylearms above white slightly arched falls
veined violet is the essence of elegant simplicity. It makes a fine
clump, and I fear I've done mine in by dividing it to share very late
in the droughty fall of '01.

The 20's are represented by: NORA DUSTIN (Perry 23) a dark
blue violet with white veined falls. GREY PRINCE (Simont 28
is a lovely slate blue; DRAGONFLY (Dykes 23) is a bronzed
throated light blue-violet. Cleveland's TURQUOISE CUP (26) is
light blue with a white rimmed gold signal while his
LLEWELLYN (29) features wide standards sporting gold hafts on
slightly flaring falls in a violet blue.
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Either there was a flurry of hybridizing in the 30's or these varied
cultivars have been particularly cherished and saved. Of the many
Preston introductions which are favorites of mine include thepale-
blue GATINEAU (32) and the blue and white NIPIGON (32). The
rosy HELEN ASTOR (Whitney 38) makes her debut and the large
frilled, thin petalled white SNOWY HERON (Cleveland 36) and
the bitone effect with the radiating deep blue veins of COOL
SPRINGS (Kellogg 39) add even more diversity. Preston's dark
blue dwarf SKEENA ('38) is yet another gem from the '30's.

The only representation of the forties in my garden are Scheffy's
TOWANDA REDFLARE (48) and MY LOVE (49) but what
gems they are. MY LOVE is azure blue-veined violet with gold
and white hafts and is my most faithful repeat bloomer often put-
ting on a 9-week show.

Cleveland's violet blue TYCOON ('50), YANKEE TRADER
(Wheeler '53) with medium blue standards and falls heavily marked
white and WHITE SWIRL (Cassabeer '57) are my picks for the
fifties.

There is a bonanza of gems still available from the 60's. Diversity
is shown in the near black rounded PURPLE MERE (Hutchison
'62), PINK HAZE (McGarvey '69), the tall dark blue-violet flaring
TEALWOOD (Varner '60), SALEM WITCH (Spofford 62) a red
purple with a big white blaze, and PIROUTTE (Cassabeer '64),a
classic bitone blue. Always historic in my book are those first
tetraploids of McEwen in 1969: FOURFOLD WHITE and
ORVILLE FAYE.

The seventies hold many classics for us and one must mention
McEwen's DREAMING YELLOW 71) and the wine-red EWEN
(70) and the dwarf LITTLE TRICOLOR (Sessenbach 70) in its
strong statement of blue, purple and red violet.

I hope I've whetted the appetite of those who have room for old and
new Siberians and enlightened those who think all the historics are
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pretty much epitomized by CAESAR'S BROTHER and WHITE
SWIRL. To those who have historic Siberians, I would encourage
listing with HIPS data base. Those commercial growers who keep
the old ones available, I send my sincere thanks and if anyone is
getting rid of older ones, there is room in my garden. Let's main-
tain the gene pool and the great diversity of this class we love.
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Historic Siberians at Iris City Gardens
by Greg McCullough, Tennessee

Although we now grow over 35 species (and numerous species
crosses) the Siberian iris remains one of our favorites. The delicate
blooms and grass-like foliage also make them favorites of visitors
to our garden. At last count we had 233 Siberian cultivars of which
50 were classified as antique (over 30 years old) by the American
Iris Society. We get considerable interest in these older introduc-
tions and many think (rightly or wrongly) that they are better grow-
ers and survivors than newer introductions.

We grow our Siberians in slightly acidic clay soil amended with
peat moss or rotten sawdust, and with enough sand to improve
drainage but not enough to make cement. We mulch the beds heav-
ily each year and fertilize in early Spring and then again after
bloom. We have a good, strong year-round creek (named for the
Younger clan of Jesse James fame) that we use for irrigation to
ensure at least one inch of water weekly. All this, combined with
our mid-zone 6 climate, makes for very good Siberian growing con-
ditions.

I’ve selected some of our most popular antique Siberians that are
also very vigorous growers for us. In the blue/violet blue tones, one
of our best is COOL SPRING (Kellogg 1939), a light blue winner
of the Morgan Award in 1966. DEWFUL (McGarvey 1965), also
the winner of the Morgan Award in 1970, is a medium blue self
with very light blue stylearms. Perfectly named for a Siberian iris,
FLIGHT OF BUTTERFLIES (Witt 1972) has medium violet-
blue standards with white falls covered almost entirely with violet-
blue veining, resembling a butterfly-wing pattern. MY LOVE
(Sheffy 1948) is a pale blue that is very early to bloom and is
reported to rebloom.

One of our better whites is SIBIRICA NANA ALBA (Perry1940),
a tiny, white dwarf that grows very well and is a great accent in
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front of the taller iris. While it has a nice flower, its popularity is
substantially attributable to the scarcity of very short Siberians.
SNOWY EGRET (Cleveland 1939) is a large, pure white with
frilled edges. It’s also a parent of FOURFOLD WHITE (McEwen
1970) a tetraploid white with yellow at the hafts. Both are good
growers and are perennial favorites.

ERIC THE RED (Whitney 1943), also a reported rebloomer, is a
deep red-violet winner of the Morgan Award in 1952. Although a
good grower, it’s popularity is such that we have to frequently
remove it from our catalog to rebuild our stock. POLLY DODGE
(McEwen 1972), a velvety wine-red and EWEN (McEwen 1971) a
tetraploid wine-red are also much in demand.

But the most popular iris we sell is CAESAR’S BROTHER, a
medium blue 1932 introduction and the 1953 Morgan Award win-
ner. And it’s not just the most popular Siberian, but is the best sell-
ing of all the iris we grow. It would be hard for me to pick a more
vigorous iris. A two-year old clump may have multiplied 25 times
or more and is so large and difficult to work with that we may have
to dig and divide it every year rather that our customary two. The
flowers are the classic Siberian butterflies held high above the
foliage, making a wonderful display.

While we appreciate the modern flower forms, we think every gar-
den should include the classically formed Siberian flowers found
on the historic varieties. We also encourage everyone to join the
Historical Iris Preservation Society and support their efforts to
locate and preserve the antique cultivars of all species.
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Request for Historic Siberian Iris
by Bill Dougherty, Minnesota

The Town and Country Garden Club of Mora, Minnesota and the
Iris Society of Minnesota are requesting historic siberian iris for the
Kanabec County History Center. Once established this bed of his-
toric Siberians will be registered with the SSI Public Display
Program. The display garden will be maintained by the Town and
Country Garden Club.

If you wish to contribute your surplus plants to this effort please
observe the following guidelines:

Plants will be accepted from August 1 to September 15. All vari-
eties will be Siberian iris registered and introduced prior to 1972.
As many rhizomes of each variety will be accepted as you wish to
contribute. All plants can be shipped to:

Mary Duvall

28072 East Hardwood Lane

Brook Park, MN. 55007-5678

(320) 679-3973, e-mail: meduvall@ncis.com

The following information should be included:
a. Contributor’s name and address
b. Name of variety

As Public Display Garden Chairperson I endorse the efforts of
these organizations in establishing this display garden. I will con-
tribute some of my historic siberians to this effort and I encourage
members of SSI to send their surplus plants. I would also encour-
age other garden clubs and iris societies to construct similar display
projects. If you have questions about the SSI Public Display
Garden Program call me at 763/785-2543 or e-mail:
wmcdougherty@cs.com
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2002 SIBERIAN POPULARITY POLL

10.

11.

12,

13,

14.

15.

Comments are welcome and encouraged! Please send by
September 15th for inclusion in the Fall 2002 TSI. Please
include your location and send to: Barbara Schmieder, 566 Old
Road to 9 Acre Corner, Concord, MA 01742 OR e-mail to:
ellengalla@yahoo.com.
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Letter to the Editor:
BORBELETA VS BORBOLETA (Inresponse - see Fall 2001 TSI)

Yes, Carlos, you are of course correct that the word butterfly in
Portuguese is spelled '‘Borboleta' rather than 'Borbeleta'. Julius
Wadekamper knew that full well -- but his sign painter didn't!

Julius spent ten years of his life in Santarem, Brazil where he
founded a boys' school and learned to read and write Portuguese,
the Brazilian national language. He picked up other dialects as
well in this area on the Amazon River. Upon his return to
Minnesota, he started his life-long nursery business, which the first
sign-painter got wrong! Having been a Brother of the Holy Cross
of Notre Dame and used to tight budgets, Julius sighed and kept
the name as Borbeleta. He was too much of a gentleman to have
made a fuss about it.

Some of my wife Jean's and my favorite memories were sharing
both bus and car rides together with Julius as we toured Regional
and Convention gardens. He was very knowledgeable as a person
in more ways than just horticulturally. And on that subject he had
few peers. It was a privilege to have known Julius.

And that, Carlos, is the rest of the story.

Jim Morris, Missouri
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DRAYCOTT GARDERS

Siberian and Japanese Irises

Carol Warner

16815 Falls Road
Upperco, MD 21155
(410) 374-4788

Send $1.00 for price list. J—/HJ

(e

IRIS CITY GARDENS

Macey and Greg McCuHough
7675 Younger Creele Roacl
Primm Spring, TN 38476

615-799-2179  800-934-iris

www.iriscitygardens.com

Iris Crry |
GARDENS

icity@msn.com

Primarily beardless iris; Japanese,

Siberian, Louisiana and Species

We carry some antique iris,
tall bearded iris and a variety of
pond plants.

Caﬂ, write or email for free catalog
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COMMERCIAL DIRECTORY

BORGLUM'S IRIS GARDENS, Dana Borglum
2202 Austin Rd., Geneva, NY 14456-9118,
Sylborg@aol.com

CHUCK CHAPMAN IRIS, Chuck Chapman
RR#1, 8790 WR124, Guelph, ON, N1H 6H7, Canada,
irischapman@netscape.net

CHEHALEM GARDENS, Tom & Ellen Abrego
P.0.Box 74, Dundee, OR 97115, Bhuz@aol.com

DRAYCOTT GARDENS, Carol Warner
16815 Falls Road
Upperco, Maryland 21155, draycott@gis.net

EARTHEART GARDENS, Sharon Hayes Whitney
1709 Harpswell Neck Rd.
South Harpswell, ME 04079-3303, ertheart@gwi.net

ENSATA GARDENS, Bob Bauer & John Coble
9823 E. Michigan Ave.
Galesburg, MI 49053-9756, Ensata@aol.com

FOXBROOK IRIS FARM, Andrew Wheeler
90 Call Rd, Colrain, MA 01340, foxbrook@rcn.com

IRIS CITY GARDENS

Greg & Macey McCullough

7675 Younger Creek Rd.

Primm Springs, TN 38478, icity@msn.com
www.iriscitygardens.com

NICODEMUS IRIS GARDEN
Richard & Barbara Nicodemus
124 State Road EE, Buffalo, MO 65622-9728
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PACIFIC RIM NATIVE PLANT NURSERY

Paige & Pat Woodward

44305 Old Orchard Road

Chilliwack, BC V2R 1A9, Canada, plants@hillkeep.ca
catalog online only: www.hillkeep.ca

JOE PYE WEED'S GARDEN
Jan Sacks & Marty Schafer
337 Acton St.,Carlisle, MA 01741, jpwflowers@aol.com

SANS SOUCI NURSERY

L. Bruce Hornstein

3819 Beatty Road

Monkton, MD 21111, [bh0251 @msn.com
www.irises.com

WALNUT HILL GARDENS

Barrett & Lynn Stoll

999 310th St.

Atalissa, IA 52720, walnuthl@netins.net

WINDWOOD GARDENS

Bob & Judy Hollingworth

124 Sherwood Rd. East

Williamston, MI 48895, cyberiris@netscape.net
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ADVERTISING RATES

A source list for Siberians is printed in the spring issue of TSI at a
cost of $5.00 per listing. Please send your check, made payable to
the Society for Siberian Irises, to the editorial office at: 1689
Riverside Dr., Berlin, NH 03570 by February 15th of each year.

OTHER ADVERTISING RATES:

FULL PAGE COLOR (4"x7")

Separation provided no charge

Separation needed $60.00
FULL PAGE B&W (4" x 7") 50.00
HALF PAGE B&W (4" x 3 1/2") 30.00
1/4 PAGE B&W (4" x 1 1/2") 20.00

(questions write to: ellengalla@yahoo.com)

IBERIAN IRIS SLIDE SET

SLIDE SETS ARE SUITABLE FOR A CLUB PROGRAM ARE
AVAILABLE AT $5.00 PER RENTAL FROM:

BOB HOLLINGWORTH
124 SHERWOOD RD., EAST
WILLIAMSTON, MI 48895

Please make check payable to R. M. Hollingworth
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THE SOCIETY FOR SIBERIAN IRISES

Section of the American Iris Society

OFFICERS

President: Carol Warner
16815 Falls Road,
Upperco, MD 21155
(410)374-4788; draycott@qis.net
1st V.P.: E. Roy Epperson
1115 Delk Dr
High Point, NC 27262-3419
(336)883-9677; kirklee@triad.rr.com
2nd V.P.: Judy Hollingworth
124 Sherwood Rd. E.
Williamston, MI 48895
(517)349-8121; cyberiris@netscape.net
Secretary: Marjorie Jansen
54974 835th Rd.
Norfolk, NE 68701
(402)371-8722
Treasurer: Jim Copeland
78118 M-40
Lawton, MI 49065
(616)624-1968; Jandjcope@aol.com

~

DIRECTORS: Tom Abrego (ex officio)
9105 N.E. Trunk Rd.
Dundee, OR 97115
(503)538-8920, BHUZ @aol.com
Dana Borglum (2002)
2202 Austin Rd
Geneva, NY 14456-9118
(716)526-6729; Sylborg@aol.com
Katharine Steele (2002)
2121 Sedley Rd
Charlotte, NC 28211
(704)364-1639; rdsteele@carolina.rr.com
Ellen Gallagher (Editor)
1689 Riverside Drive
Berlin, NH 03570, ellengalla@yahoo.com
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COMMITTEES

Display Gardens:

1) Bill Smoot, 213 Derby Rd, Portsmouth,VA 23702; (757)393-4617;
BillSmoot@msn.com

2) Bill Dougherty, 7420 Concerto Curve, Fridley, MN 55432
(763)785-2543; Wmecdougherty@cs.com

Membership: Linda Doffek, 5547 Jacqueline Dr., West Bend, WI
53095-9725; (262)334-1128; LDoffekSSI@aol.com

Nominating Committee:

1) Sandy Ives, 1077 Guertin Ave, Ottawa, ON Canada K1H8B3
(613)521-4597, rives@rogers.com

2) Anna Mae Miller, 1700 Bronson Way, Apt 177, Kalamazoo MI,
49009; (616)349-5934 Irisquilt@aol.com

Publicity: Tom Abrego

Robins: Michael Zarky, 10963 Citrus Dr., Moorpark, CA 93021;

mzarky@earthlink.net

Research/Slides: Bob Hollingworth, (same as Judy Hollingworth)

ABOUT THE IETY FOR SIBERJAN IRISES:

Membership is open to all AIS members in the United States and
Canada and to all iris fanciers elsewhere. Send your dues to the
Membership Secretary, Linda Doffek at: 5547 Jacqueline Dr., West
Bend, WI 53095-9725. (262)334-1128 or LDoffekSSI@aol.com

Dues: Single Annual $ 5.00 Family Annual $ 6.00
Single Triennial 13.00 Family Triennial  15.00
Single Life 100.00 Family Life 120.00

The Siberian Iris is published twice yearly by the Society for !
Siberian Irises, a section of the American Iris Society. The editorial

office is at 1689 Riverside Dr., Berlin, NH 03570. Deadlines for

copy are Feb. 15th and Sept. 1st, but earlier receipt is appreciated.
Reprinting is by permission of the author and editor with due
acknowledgment.
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Nominating Committee Report

The nominating committee submits the following slate of
candidates for Directors in The Society for Siberian Irises.

1) Jim Wilson (for a second term)
2) Peter Weixlmann (for a first term)
3) Dave Niswonger (for a first term)

Publication in TSI fulfills the requirement of notification
of members of SSI by November 15, 2002. If no addition-
al nominations have been made, the slate is to be consid-
ered elected four weeks after the above date. Additional
nominations may be made in writing, signed by at least
eight members "acting in concert", that is, all signing the
same nomination petition, and sent to the chairman of the
nomination committee (the first V.P. of SSI) by December
13, 2002 together with a letter of consent from each can-
didate.
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